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Claims 

1 . A vaccine for the protection of poultry against disease caused by an avian 
pathogen comprising an attenuated infectious iaryngotracheitis virus (ILTV) 
mutant and a pharmaceutical ly acceptable carrier or diluent, characterized in 
that the ILTV mutant is not able to express a native ULO protein in an infected 
host cell as a result of a mutation in the ULO gene. 

2. A vaccine according to claim 1 , characterized in that the mutation in the ULO 
gene is a deletion. 

3. A vaccine according to claim 1 , characterized in that the mutation in the ULO 
gene is an insertion of a heterologous nucleic acid sequence. 

4. A vaccine according to claim 2, characterized in that the mutant comprises a 
heterologous nucleic acid sequence in place of the deletion. 

5. A vaccine according to claims 3 or 4, characterized in that the heterologous 
nucleic acid sequence is under the control of an expression control sequence. 

6. A vaccine according to claim 5, characterized in that the heterologous nucleic 
acid sequence encodes an antigen of an avian pathogen. 

7. A vaccine according to claim 6, characterized in that the avian pathogen is avian 
influenza virus, Marek's disease virus, Newcastle disease virus, infectious 
bronchitis virus, turkey rhinotracheitis virus, E. coli, Ornithobacterium 
rhinotracheale or Mycoplasma. 

8. A vaccine according to claim 5, characterized in that the heterologous nucleic 
acid sequence encodes an immunomodulator. 

9. A cell culture infected with an ILTV mutant as defined in claims 1-8. 
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A process for the preparation of a vaccine for the protection of poultry against 
disease caused by an avian pathogen, characterized in that it comprises the 
step of mixing an ILTV mutant as defined in claims 1-8 with a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable carrier or diluent. 



